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Economy                          
 
Poor households face sharp drop in living standards 
The Resolution Foundation think-tank has warned that poor households in 
Britain face the sharpest drop in living standards in a generation this year, 
with incomes for the poorest households predicted to fall by as much as 10% 
even as the economy bounces back from the pandemic. Hundreds of 
thousands of jobs are expected to be lost as the furlough scheme ends, while 
the £20 uplift in Universal Credit and Working Tax Credit is set to be 
withdrawn. The think-tank has predicted that the combined impact of COVID-
19, Brexit and the 2008 financial crisis will mean that, by the time of the next 
election in 2024, the UK will have recorded just 8% real income growth over 
15 years – against the 38% growth recorded over the previous 15 years. 
The Independent 
 

Smile for the bank 
Facial recognition software looks like the future of payments. The BBC has an 
item on a Mexican food outlet in LA where you only must look at a screen 
over your facemask to pay for your takeaways and give a peace sign for a 15 
per cent tip. No contact, no fishing around for a card, just let the robot see 
you. Full disclosure: the BBC ran this story three days ago and linked to one 
about the rollout of the same technology in Nigeria ten months ago. So, this is 
not news, but it is still remarkable, and it could enable a whole category of 
people who do not have cards or phones to pay for things. (It is thumbs up for 
a 10 per cent tip, by the way, and the shaka / hang loose / call-me-on-the-
phone sign for 20 per cent). 
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Environment               
 

Public hire e-scooter trial approved for Oxford 
A 12-month trial of public hire e-scooters - for people with driving licences - 
has been approved for Oxford. The city will join Bristol, Liverpool, and the 
West Midlands, which are already operating similar schemes, after 
Oxfordshire County Council granted an Experimental Traffic Regulation Order. 
BBC News 
 

West Berkshire Council plans £10m solar farm 
A £10m solar farm to generate electricity for about 4,400 homes a year could 
be built by West Berkshire Council to reduce its reliance on fossil fuels. Some 
45,000 panels could be installed on a 75-acre plot of land near Grazeley, with 
a feasibility study showing this would offset about 30% of the local 
authority’s carbon footprint. 
BBC News 
 

You’ve got kale 
Scientists have taught spinach to send emails alerting them to the presence 
of landmines in the ground. It works like this: roots, naturally attuned to 
sense changes in nutrients and water levels, detect explosive materials in 
groundwater. Then, carbon-based molecules within the spinach are 
engineered to send off a signal which is picked up by an infrared camera, 
triggering an email to the researchers. The findings, published in 2016, took 
Twitter by storm yesterday after it was reported by Euro news that the 
technology could also have useful ecological implications. The MIT scientist 
leading the nano biotics research has previously taught plants to detect not 
just mines but pollution, too. 
Tortoise Media 
 

UK renewables generate more electric than fossil 
fuels 
A report by thinktanks Ember and Agora Energiewende shows that the UK 
generated more electricity from renewable sources than from fossil fuels for 
the first time in 2020. They accounted for 42% of electricity, compared to 
41% from fossil fuels. Nuclear plants generated the remaining 17%. 
The Times, The Independent 
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Health  
 
                      Coronavirus restrictions exercise warning 

Fears of a health crisis across London and the UK have been voiced in response to 
the latest lockdown measures, with Huw Edwards, chief executive of ukactive, 
commenting: “In the first lockdown, it was pretty warm, so people got outside. This 
is now the depth of winter and, with that, there are restricted opportunities to get 
out. Some people do not want to be in the streets in the darkness, so will not do 
their exercise — and that will build up huge pressure points on physical and mental 
wellbeing.” He went on: “There’s a fear of creating a generation where the love of 
movement, exercise and play is not there. That is a great cause for concern. This is 
an immediate crisis and, right now, we’re firefighting.” 
Evening Standard 
 
 

Councils can use children to collect information 
Scores of Government bodies, the armed forces and even the gambling regulator 
will legally be allowed to use child spies - including against their parents. Guidance 
for the Government’s Covert Intelligence Bill has revealed that 22 public bodies, 
including local authorities, the intelligence services, police, and the military, can be 
used in “exceptional circumstances” to collect information that could prevent or 
detect crime, protect public health, safety or national security, or help collect taxes. 
Children’s Commissioner Anne Longfield has warned that the practice is “not in the 
best interests of the child” and has called for it to be banned outright. 
The Daily Telegraph 
 
 

Plymouth care hotel opens 
A new care hotel facility has been opened in Plymouth to support those needing 
extra care before they return home from hospital during the COVID-19 pandemic. 
Run by Plymouth City Council and health provider Livewell Southwest, the Hearts 
Together Hospital Hotel, which normally accommodates patients, careers, relatives, 
and healthcare workers, is being used to ease pressure on the city’s Derriford 
Hospital. 
BBC News 
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Social                             

                       

                      Pandemic has ‘starkly exposed’ need for change in care 
James Bullion, president of the Association of Directors of Adult Social Services, writes 
in the Express to warn that the human cost of COVID-19 has “starkly exposed” the 
need for change in social care, with the sector having long been talked about “as a 
problem – an impossible challenge to reform and a growing burden on the state”, 
despite care’s contribution “to the economic wellbeing of our communities” and 
presence as a “positive force in our lives and within our society.” Adult social care, he 
argues, “needs new and significant investment, alongside reform, if we are to do 
anything more than help people only when they are in crisis.” “As directors of social 
care”, he warns, “we are increasingly worried that by the end of next year we won’t 
be able to meet the basic rights of disabled and older people”, with standing, still “not 
an option.” 
Daily Express 
 

BBC to deliver hours of lessons every day 
The BBC has said that it will begin delivering the “biggest education offer in its history” 
for pupils whose schools are closed during lockdown. From Monday, CBBC will offer 
three hours of primary school programming from 9am, while BBC Two will provide at 
least two hours of dedicated programming for pupils studying for their GCSEs each 
weekday. Director-general Tim Davie said: “Ensuring children across the UK have the 
opportunity to continue to follow the appropriate core parts of their nation’s school 
curriculum has been a key priority for the BBC throughout this past year. Education is 
absolutely vital – the BBC is here to play its part and I’m delighted that we have been 
able to bring this to audiences so swiftly.” 
The Guardian, Manchester Evening News, Evening Standard 

 

A quarter of British employees could work from home 
permanently 
One in four British employees could end up working from home long-term, according 
to a survey by Deloitte, which found 97% of CFOs predict this outcome as companies 
make changes introduced during the pandemic permanent. “By and large, this 
massive, forced experiment in home-working has been very successful. Sectors have 
been able to maintain quite a high degree of effectiveness operating from home,” said 
Ian Stewart, chief economist at Deloitte. However, this does not spell the end of the  
 
office, Mr Stewart continued, stating that people overwhelmingly want a combination 
of home and office work so they can continue to work with others. 
The Daily Telegraph   City AM 
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Poorer schoolchildren now 7 months behind peers 
The latest research from the Education Endowment Foundation indicates that the 
most disadvantaged primary school children are now seven months behind their 
better-off peers due to the first lockdown. The abilities of all pupils aged six and seven 
during the autumn term were  
 
also deemed "significantly lower" than they should be. 
The Daily Telegraph 
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Technology                   
 
Robot trial shows promise for carers 
A trial by Hampshire County Council has found that the use of collaborative 
robots – powered exoskeletons that use straps and motors around the waist, 
lower back, and legs – can help carers lift, hold and move people without 
assistance and without risking injuries. The council worked with PA Consulting 
and Japanese robotics firm Cyberdyne on the trial, which saw 18 care workers 
make use of the devices in care homes and in the community, and it is now 
planning to roll them out across the county. Steve Carefull, an adult social care 
specialist at PA Consulting, said that over the coming years “the care sector will 
be supporting more people with comorbidities, who are living longer and 
relying on a workforce that will be less and less able to cope with the demand. I 
don't think we have many alternatives other than to enhance the workforce in a 
way that simultaneously has the potential to attract more people into it.” 
The Times 
 

Council drone aids Southsea social distancing 
Portsmouth City Council has flown a drone over Southsea seafront to help social 
distancing measures by showing busy spots. Marshals will patrol the areas to 
encourage people to keep moving. 
BBC News 
Technology 
 

Coventry to host pioneering urban airport 
Under Government-backed plans to cut road use and pollution, the world’s first 
urban airport specifically for flying cars and drones will be built in Coventry later 
this year. The temporary site - which it is hoped will become permeant in the 
future - will allow small electric passenger-carrying aircraft to operate in an 
urban area, and it will also accommodate parcel delivery drones and electric 
cars. The zero-emission airport, to be called Air One, will initially open in 
November in a month-long demonstration as part of events to mark Coventry’s 
year as UK City of Culture. Coventry City Council is supporting the construction 
of the new facility. 
The Times 
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Transport                     
 

 

 

York e-scooter trial to be expanded 
An e-scooter trial in York is to be expanded, with the number of scooters 
available for hire to rise from 100 to 700 by the end of February. City of York 
Council has been told that 3,822 trips were made in the six weeks since the trial, 
operated by private firm Tier, started, with no reports of injuries in that period. 
The one-year trial, which is backed by the Department for Transport, will 
include Clifton, Rawcliffe, Southbank, Fulford and Heworth by the end of 
February, and is expected to expand to cover almost the entire area within the 
A1237 outer ring road by March. 
BBC News 

 
 

Electric car batteries with five-minute charging times 
produced 
Exclusive: first factory production means recharging could soon be as fast as 
filling up petrol or diesel vehicles. 
StoreDot has already demonstrated its “extreme fast-charging” battery in 
phones, drones, and scooters and the 1,000 batteries it has now produced are 
to showcase its technology to carmakers and other companies. Daimler, BP, 
Samsung, and TDK have all invested in StoreDot, which has raised $130m to 
date and was named a Bloomberg New Energy Finance Pioneer in 2020. 
The batteries can be fully charged in five minutes, but this would require much 
higher-powered chargers than used today. Using available charging 
infrastructure, StoreDot is aiming to deliver 100 miles of charge to a car battery 
in five minutes in 2025. 
Guardian 
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