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Social 
UN poverty expert says ministers are in ‘state of denial’
Philip Alston, the UN’s special rapporteur on extreme poverty, has warned that 
ministers are in a “state of denial” about poverty, following a 12-day tour of the 
UK that took in Bristol, Essex, London, Newcastle, Belfast, Cardiff, Edinburgh 
and Glasgow. Speaking at a news conference in London, he said he witnessed 
“a lot of misery, a lot of people who feel the system is failing them, a lot of 
people who feel the system is really just there to punish them,” and referred to 
figures from the Joseph Rowntree Foundation showing that more than 1.5m 
were destitute at some point in 2017, while 14m people in the UK are living in 
poverty according to a new measure from the Social Metrics Commission. He 
criticised the benefits system as “punitive, mean-spirited, and often callous,” 
with “draconian sanctions” imposed for minor infringements, and said that 
many “harsh” policies could be ended “overnight” at little cost. Mr Alston also 
identified “a really remarkable gender dimension” to many reforms, saying 
they frequently disadvantaged women. A spokesman for the Department for 
Work and Pensions said it disagreed “completely” with the analysis, claiming 
that household incomes have “never been higher”, and that absolute poverty 
numbers are down by 1m since 2010.

BBC News   The Guardian

PO boxes would help homeless access services
Citizens Advice has called on Royal Mail and the Ministry for Housing, 
Communities and Local Government to help address a “catch-22” situation 
where homeless individuals are denied access to public services due to their 
lack of a postal address. The charity, the statutory consumer watchdog for 
postal services, urged Royal Mail to provide a PO box-style service for the 
homeless, and the Ministry to conduct a review into mail provision for those 
without a permanent address.

The Independent

More than 4m now working in poverty
A new report from the Joseph Rowntree Foundation has found that more than 
0.5m British workers have fallen into poverty over the last five years, taking the 
total to 4.1m, with a similar increase in the number of children growing up in 
poverty. Campbell Robb, chief executive of the Foundation, said: “We are seeing 
a rising tide of child poverty as more parents are unable to make ends meet, 
despite working. This is unacceptable.”

The Guardian, The Times, The Independent, Daily Mirror
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Chartered Institute of Environmental Health
Chartered Institute of Environmental Health has urged councils to set up 
specialist “food resilience teams” to ensure supplies in their area in the event of 
a no-deal Brexit. The report identifies concerns that problems with food supply 
may trigger public disorder, and says that councils will be well-placed to act as 
the “local voice and ears” to prevent this, and reaction to other possible issues 
like price rises, reduced availability, lower standards, and safety and supply 
disruption. The report added that government guidance on how to deal with a 
no-deal Brexit had been inadequate, with councils not given sufficient guidance.

The Independent

Pensioner poverty increases
The Joseph Rowntree Foundation has warned that pensioner poverty is rising, 
with one in six now living in poverty as a result of declining home ownership, 
soaring rents and the benefits freeze. The problem had been on the decline for 
over 20 years but began rising again in 2012-13. By 2016-17, 16% of pensioners 
were living in poverty, rising to 31% among those in social housing and 36% 
among private renters.

The Observer



Learning Portal - Cues for Change December 2018

Political
Government must do more to end hunger
Emma Revie, chief executive of the Trussell Trust, writes in the Mirror to say 
that, with the Trust expecting to give out more than 160,000 food parcels this 
December, it will “continue to campaign to urge the Government to end hunger 
in the UK once and for all.” “In one of the wealthiest countries in the world,” 
she writes, “there is no excuse for this to carry on.” Elsewhere, Prof Geraldine 
Van Bueren QC, a professor of international human rights law, writes in the 
Independent to call for a legal right to food to be introduced, as is the case in 
“poorer countries, such as Nepal and Kenya.”

Daily Mirror, The Independent

A mini-guide to public sector innovation in Switzerland 
Switzerland is often ranked first in the world for private sector innovation — but 
the state lags behind. From fast-tracking citizen-centred design to making data 
transparent, here are seven steps government should take to catch up.

MAXIMILIAN STERN, VICE PRESIDENT OF STAATSLABOR

Ten years on: Where is public sector innovation 
headed?
Opinion: Christian Bason reflects on eight critical trends in the field

https://apolitical.co/solution_article/where-is-public-sector-innovation-
headed/

 

https://apolitical.co/solution_article/a-mini-guide-to-public-sector-innovation-in-switzerland/
https://apolitical.co/solution_article/where-is-public-sector-innovation-headed/
https://apolitical.co/solution_article/where-is-public-sector-innovation-headed/
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Economical
Northamptonshire libraries to be community managed
Northamptonshire County Council has announced that 17 of its libraries are to 
become community-managed facilities. The local authority, which will continue 
to manage 14 of its libraries and support a further five, must make savings of 
£42.9m in 2019-20.

BBC News

Google
Internet giant Google will provide grants totalling £600,000 to charities and 
community organisations as part of efforts to tackle violent crime, it has been 
announced. The fund, which is backed by the London Mayor’s Office for Policing 
and Crime (MOPAC), will help London-based organisations and communities 
deal with the challenges of how young and at-risk people use social media, and 
how professionals support them.  

CYPNow

School funding needs systematic plan
Laura McInerney in the Guardian calls for systematic clarification on school 
funding. She backs suggestions by education committee chair, the Conservative 
MP Robert Halfon, to create a 10-year funding plan for education. “Four years 
before children get to school, we already know how many are on the way and, 
once in, they stay for more than a decade. We can roughly predict where they 
will live and how many teachers they will need”, McInerney notes.

The Guardian
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Children’s
Teachers report ‘distressing’ increase in child poverty
Research by the National Education Union has seen teachers report 
“distressing” increases in child poverty this winter, with more than half of 
teachers saying fewer families were able to afford suitable winter footwear or 
clothing for their children than three years ago. Separate research from the 
Young Women’s Trust has found that a quarter of young parents expect to go 
into debt over the festive period, and said the figures painted a “Dickensian” 
picture of poverty endured by families across the country. Shadow education 
secretary Angela Rayner said the figures “paint a shocking picture of the 
impact of the Tories’ austerity programme on a generation of children, who are 
impoverished through no fault of their own.”

The Independent, The Guardian

‘Early learning gap’ widens in half of council areas
A new report from Save the Children has found that the “early learning gap” 
between children from low-income families starting primary school and their 
better-off peers has widened in 76 out of 152 English local authority areas in 
the last year. The report, based on government statistics, found that progress in 
closing the gap had stalled in a further 22 local authority areas.

The Independent 

Poor pupils won’t catch up for 50 years 
It will take 50 years to close the achievement gap between England’s rich and 
poor pupils, the BBC has suggested, as new primary school data is released. 
This year, 51% of the poorest pupils reached the expected level in their national 
end-of-primary school tests, compared with 70% of their better-off peers, 
leaving a gap of 19 points. Analysis of the latest figures shows that, if the pace 
of change remains the same as it has done since 2011, poor pupils will not catch 
up until 2070. School standards minister Nick Gibb, said: “86% of schools now 
rated good or outstanding, compared to 68% in 2010 and these statistics show 
that the gap between disadvantaged pupils and their peers has closed by 13% 
since 2011.”

BBC News   Daily Mail   The Times 

School isolation booths 
‘Hundreds of pupils spend week in school isolation booths’ - BBC News

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/education-46044394
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Head calls for rethink regarding complex needs pupils
A headteacher is calling for “radical changes” to approaches to education 
and funding nationwide. John Warren is head of The Grove Pupil Referral Unit 
(PRU) in Harrogate – which faces major funding changes under plans by North 
Yorkshire County Council to shift the focus of funding from PRUs to local 
schools which would enable them to reduce the number of children facing 
exclusion. But Mr Warren argues a greater recognition is needed of the support 
youngsters with complex needs must be given. Rather than putting extra 
pressure on mainstream schooling to reduce exclusions, he says, there should 
be a rethink of a national system which has created such a storm.

Yorkshire Post

800% rise in home-schooling
The number of children being home-schooled in North Yorkshire has increased 
by more than 800% in the last five years. Just 70 children were educated 
outside of the school system in 2013/14 but that figure had reached 659 by 
2017/18 - a rise of 841%. A survey of parents and carers by North Yorkshire 
County Council found the level of support offered to children with complex 
needs and also to mental health issues, often caused or made worse by bullying, 
was a common theme among those choosing to home-school.

Yorkshire Post

Environmental
£1bn boost to recycling services from Government 
waste strategy
The Government today publishes its new Resources and Waste strategy, which 
sets out that UK households should be entitled to weekly food waste collections 
and free garden waste collections. The strategy also calls for packaging to be 
more clearly labelled to indicate which bin consumers should use, and says that 
producers will be expected to pay the full net cost of disposing of packaging 
waste from their products, up from the current 10% contribution. The move is 
expected to raise around £1bn a year for local authorities to fund waste and 
recycling services. The plans, which also impose annual food waste reporting 
on businesses and set up a deposit scheme for bottles and cans, are subject 
to consultation next year. Environment Secretary Michael Gove, setting out the 
strategy in the Telegraph, says it will “help us go further, faster to delivering 
clean growth, innovation, and a better world for our children.”  

The Times, The Guardian 
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Health
Living alone raises risk of hospital admission
Living alone can make older people 50% more likely to find themselves in A&E 
than those living with family, a study by the Health Foundation has warned. 
Pensioners living alone are also 25% more likely to develop a mental health 
condition. Social isolation can raise the risk of having a stroke by a third and is 
considered as unhealthy as smoking 15 cigarettes a day.

Daily Mail,  Daily Express, The Sun

Pollution prompts children winter health crisis
Warnings have been raised that thousands of children in the UK face 
hospital this winter as cold weather and air pollution combine to create 
potentially deadly conditions. In a letter to the Guardian, the Royal College of 
Paediatricians, the Royal College of Physicians and children’s charity UNICEF 
say the UK is home to more children suffering from respiratory conditions than 
anywhere else in Europe.

The Guardian

8m now act as unpaid carers
A report from the Demos thinktank shows that there are now almost 8m 
unpaid carers in the UK looking after poorly relatives or friends. The figure has 
increased by over a third since 2001. Helen Walker, of Carers UK, said: “The 
amount of care provided by families is on the rise yet the amount of services 
from local councils is falling.” The charity wants carers given the right to paid 
care leave, and more funding for carers’ breaks. Demos has called for the Carer’s 
Allowance to be raised at least to the same level as Jobseeker’s Allowance, and 
for 2m more to become eligible.

Daily Mirror

4m children in families too poor to eat healthily
A report from the Food Foundation think-tank warns that nearly 4m children in 
Britain live in households that are too poor to eat healthily, due to being unable 
to afford to buy enough fruit, vegetables, fish and other healthy foods to meet 
official nutrition guidelines.

The Guardian
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